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KLAHOMA, a prosperous state of
the Middle West. It is composed of two form-
er territories, Oklahoma and Indian Territory,
which were united by Act of Congress when
the state was admitted to the Union in 1908.
Its popular name, The Boomer State, was
bestowed as a tribute to its remarkable de-
velopment. When the region was first opened
freely to white settlement, towns literally
sprang up in a day; the industrial growth
thereafter was not only rapid, but it was
permanent. The name of the state is taken
from the Choctaw language and means Red
People.
Location and Size. Oklahoma belongs to
the south-central group of states and is situ-
ated about midway between the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans. It touches sis other states.
In the northwest there is a narrow strip of
land extending 169 miles east and west and
35 miles north and south; it lies between
Itfew Mexico on the west and the hundredth
meridian on the east; Texas forms its south-
ern boundary and Colorado and Kansas ad-
join it on the north. This narrow strip of
Oklahoma is called the Panhandle. The main
body of the state is bounded on the north
by Kansas, on the east by Missouri and Ar-
kansas, on the south and west by Texas with
the Red River as the natural boundary be-
tween Oklahoma and Texas. This, the larger
section of the state, extends 310 miles from
east to west; the eastern boundary of the
state is 213 miles long.
With a total area of 70,057 square miles,
Oklahoma is seventeenth in size among the
states of the Union. It is a little larger than
all of New England. Texas, the largest
state, is nearly four times the size of Okla-
homa. It is very nearly the same size as
Noxfh Dakota or Missouri.
The People. In population the state ranks
twenty-first in the Union, with 2,396,040 in-
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habitants, an average of 34.5 to the square
mile, an increase of about eight per cent in
10 years. Native whites are by far the most
numerous element in the population; but
there are 172,198 Negroes and 95,000 In-
dians in the state. Of the latter some 56,-
000 are full-blood. In Oklahoma live the
Five Civilized Tribes—the Cherokee, Chick-
asaw, Choctaw, Creek and Seminole Indians
—who are prosperous and well-educated
American citizens. Thirty per cent of the
Indians in the Union live in Oklahoma.
Fully three-fifths of the people belong to
no organized church. Of the church mem-
bers the Methodists are the most numerous,
with Baptists a close second. Next in order
are Roman Catholics, Disciples of Christ,
Presbyterians and Episcopalians.
Cities. In 1930 there were sixteen cities
in Oklahoma having populations in excess
of 10,000. The principal ones were Okla-
homa City, the capital (185,389), Tulsa
(141,258), Muskogee (32,026), Enid (26,-
399), Shawnee (23,283), Okmulgee (17,097),
Ponca City (16,136), Ardmore (15,741),
Bartlesville (14,763), Chickasha (14,099),
Lawton (12,121), McAlester (11,804).
Surface and Drainage, The northeastern
section north of the Arkansas and Canadian
rivers is a plateau deeply cut by the streams
which flow across it. In the central part of
this plateau, those portions occupied by the
Cherokee and Creek nations, there is a large
area of open prairie country. The south-
eastern part, south of the Canadian River,
is broken by hills, which enter it from Ar-
kansas. These vary in altitude from 2,500
feet, on the Arkansas border, to about 1,000
feet, in the south-central part of the state.
The hills and intervening valleys of this
section are very heavily wooded. From the
central part of Oklahoma westward, the sur-
face consists almost wholly of rolling pla-
teau, rising1 from an altitude of 800 feet in
the center to 2,500 feet on the northwestern
boundary, and 4,500 feet in the extreme
western part of Beaver County. Western
Oklahoma belongs properly to the region of
the great plains4
The larger part of Oklahoma is drained
by the Arkansas Eiver, which flows across
the northeastern section, and by its leading
tributaries. The most important of these
is the Canadian, which enters the state near
the center of the western boundary and flows
easterly, uniting with the Arkansas a few

